Combining instruction for students that reaches out to different learning characteristics, employs instructional strategies, and uses methods of inquiry will help students to meet AASL’s 21st Century Learning Standards and result in an increase in the development of 21st Century Learning Skills for students. Traditional education that normally focuses on learning facts in a world where facts are constantly changing will not provide students with the needed skills to be successful in the 21st Century. Students must learn how to learn. Accommodating learner characteristics, using Instructional strategies, and teaching methods of inquiry join together and supply students with the skills needed to be self directed life long learners with increased 21st Century Learning Skills.  

Library media specialists teach information literacy skills for every student in the school, therefore the LMS must be able to provide instruction that reaches out to different learning styles.  According to Information Power: Building Partnerships for Learning (1998), “The school library media program must meet the learning needs of all the members of a school’s learning community.” Every student can learn and deserves the opportunity to use their particular strength to be effective users of information and meet AASL’s 21st Century Learning Standards  
Instructional strategies should be chosen to accommodate different learning styles. Library Media Specialists must be able to implement a range of Instructional strategies in an effort to reach out to diverse learners. The union of Instructional strategies that benefit different learning styles and teaching methods of inquiry will equip students to meet the AASL’s 21st Century learning Standards. 
Students instructed in how to apply methods of inquiry learn how to find information, evaluate information and draw conclusions. According to Information Power: Building Partnerships for Learning (1998), “Inquiry is an essential component in the information age, and the library media program is the keystone in a school’s efforts to promote efficient effective self-directed inquiry.” The LMS must teach students how to learn by teaching students to use methods of inquiry while accommodating their different learning styles. This combination of teaching tactics will help students to recognize their preferred learning style and what methods of inquiry will best suit their particular learner characteristics. These same skills will work for students to help them to develop strong decision making skills that can be applied throughout life, at school, work, and in their personal lives.
 Inquiry models, instructional strategies, and teaching to learner characteristics can all be found in AASL’s Standards for the 21st Century learner. These teaching tactics go hand and hand with the AASL’s Standards for the 21st Century Learner and will result in students with increased 21st Century Learning Skills.  

